NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION

he vision of 4 nurli:ur-x-v'-_-apnn-l'rg.m:

world was most Tumously dis-

missed by [ommer British Prime

Mlinister Margarnet Thatcher as be-

ing “piein the sk — such was the

derision which grected the disarma-
menl scenario championed by povenments.
sspectally the Non-Aligned Movement. as
well as non- governmental oreanisations such
w Pugwash, It is. therefore, a revolutionary
change to node senior officials an former LS
Adranestrations combing 0 write — nat one,
bt twor — Op-Fals o the conservative Wall
Atreet fournal, calling for precisely such *pie
n the sky’.

In the past, other sepor members of US Ad-
ministrations — soch af-Robert MoMNamars
snd retired mility top brags like General Lee
Butler — have also expericnoed their c;ripim-
aies amd recanted ersbwhile views on nuclea
W L-itFJ('IIIh .

What distinguishes this vear-long mitiative
By Gieorge Shulte, Heary Kassinger, Samuoel
Hunn dne, amd William Parry 1s the fact thart
they have been able to gather i number of dis
‘-mguv;lml LIS mdividuals - such as Made-

me Albright, James Baker 1, Zhipmiew
Brievimski, Warren Christopher and General

Celim Powel] — behind them, with a groupof

whorlars @t Stanford University s Hoover [n-
anfution prowiding the scientific experise.

The influence of this extraordindry initia-
tve 15 heginning o percalate the campaigns
for the 1S presidential elections and the poli
cigs oof arther countrics Hike the LIRS At the end

February, the Morwegian Govemment
sosted o mecting of lobal experss i Ol w
wke the initiative Tutther

Acmajor aimm of the infranive: 15 (o make 1he
gl 0f 4 puclear-weipon-free wiarld o
sl enterprise”. The need for browler sup-
part is obivious, Not ondy do many of the Nu-
clear Wedpon States (INW S and NATOY retaim
sclicies for the Orst use of nuclear weapoms.,
man sone also have plans for pre-emptive
arikes and e constructon of new weapins
=ith the specific intent of violaring the taboo

expstence smoe the tragedies of Hiroshima
il Masasukn.

The Muciear Non: Proliferatton Treaty tht
sus long stood as @ bulwark agamst the pro-
eration of nuclear weapons and represent-
e a hope for nuclear disurmament 18 now in
gravee Jenparcdy There fre no ongoing negofi-
s or nuclear-weapons reductions, nego-
Sations abonr the puclear programmes  of
Narth Kores and Tran dre still inconclusive,
wd there s growing ovidence of fororist
Eunps secking access o nuclear-wedpon
incesry and materials,

Faced with this seemingly entrenched alti-
wde i fuvoor ol noglear weapons and their
s, hroader sup-

prort Yor o Tnna-
that will
eventunliv lead 1w

lowes

CATASTRUPHE

Jayantha Dhanapala notes with interest an influential
initiative to take anti-nuclear sentiment from pie in the

sky to action-oriented agenda.

the elimmation of the world™s 26 000 nuclear
WP Imust conie primartly from the goy
ernnents and peoples of the NWS - two of
which (the US and Hussin) own 95 per cent
of the weapons between them, will soon have
new presidents,

At the same tme. the Non-Nuclear Weapon
Seates (NNWS) and their citivens alss have o
right - and. indecd. an obligation - 1o take
steps that will help usher inoa noclear-weapon-
froe workd. NNWS do not, however, [orm a
monalithic group. There arethe NNWS which
are allied to NWS and which. like Japan. en-
Jo thebenetins of a sccurity umirneili by he-
longing toa sccunty pact - or, like Canada, to
a security alliance (NATO) with “nuclear
sharing arrangements”. The NATO Summits
n Agpril K% - and, asain, o the 60% anmiver
iy O thie al liamee , in 2008 — will engbie @ e-
vigw of the 1990 Smatesit Concept of the al-
lianee, The involvement of some NNWS in
ballistic-missile defence plans Clearly linked
o nochenr-weapons strategy 15 another facior
cennpronnising hese NNWS.

But we do bave a unigue apportainity where
the Fulfilment of the reciprocal - albwest asyin-

metncal - obligations of the nuclear haves
and have-nots can, toecther. help usher in @
ntclear weapon freg world, This s the part-
nership thar the Wall Street Joumnal's Op-Fuds
called for,

Aomew LS President can take (he lead. Bul
fom this LIS Beadership o be effective, the sup-
port for the Shulie-Kissinper-Nunn-Perry -
frafave must also comee rome other NWS and
NNWES.

The Swedish Government-sponsored
Weapons of Mass Destruction Clommsssion
(WMD), chaired by the respected Dr, Hams
Blix, proposcd o waorkd summit on disarm-

ment, non-proliferation and temorist vse of

weapons of mass destruction, The time s op-
poriane o prepare Tor this summat, in 24009
The sultemative scenirio is oo awiul o con-
[(SEATEIRTIER

As the Blix Repon noted: “So- long as any
state has such weapons — especially nuclear
weapons — others will want them, So long s
anty s WRRPOHTS Penb i 0 ay SLETS arsc-
rtitl, theere 45 a Fighe visk that they will one day
b wsed, by design or actident. Any such use
wiintld ber cutpstrophic.”
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