isarmament amd aems linita

tion sre sphenss mexiricably

linked 1o international scouri

Ly, Mo examination of the thre-

atls, chiatles and changesn

collective global seourity wou-
ld be complene wibout reviewing devel-
apments in these areas, General wnd Com-
plete disarmament (GCDY has been the ob-
jective of the United Nasions (UN) for
sy venrs, While GUD, per se
a nebulous concept, it has
brosid by into seeking the clinnatot of afl
weapiins of niass destrection (WMDs and
the regulatien of conventional wWeapons
comimenserate with the legitimare defence
peeds of countrles and consistent with
COMTIEICHT SECUrITY.

The custent focus. however:has baen on
the prodiferanon of WMDs o those stes
arid fon-stie actors outside the club’ o
thie five Nuclear Mon-Proliferstion Treaty
(NPT nuelear-weapon slates and the thred
nise-MPT noetear-weapom-capable coun
tries. There are fwo Imporiant reasons wiy
this cmphasis is insdequate; Firsly, it 1z
nores the [undamental lnkage between
W proliferation and WHID disarma
iment I all WD possession was delegit
imised. the politco-milieary task of wrest-
g preliferation would have indisputable
tegitimacy and prester success, Secondly
and more relevantly, it ignores the diomi-
gant rele of conventionil weapons — in-
cluding landmmes and small arms —in the
conflicts that are currently being waged
throughout the warld. the mounting global
military expenditune (estimaled al over
LISH R kallion [rCr Mear), ard the Tt thal
LeTrorisl groups continie b nse corvet-

LERRY s

transbated

Jayantha Dhanapala
reconnoitres around
strategic moves being
made on the world scene
to end or contain armed
conflict on a global scale.

riomal wenpons, small arms and explosives
i their werrorist acts

Attention 1 the Fst issue clashes in-
evitably with the nuclear sweapon rebani
postures of the live permanent members
ol the Security Council, Lintil changes take
place in these polices. litde progress can
he cxpected an WHDs  despite the ur-
seney derivesl fann the enormous lethaliy
il thasse wspeins and the ever imcreasing
damger thal the Gboo over thear use may
s b Broken. More wars may therefore
be fought 0 prevent WMD proliferation,
Mo pre-eniglive conmer-profifeeation
ficsistres miay be laonched, and asy mmet-
riv and crude use of WM may heat-
tempied by lerrorises despite all preciu
LR

The second issue presents the ineema-
fEonal community with @ vihle area ton
plicy action. In bringing this area 1o the
pulicy forefront, we can redogce the inci-
denve and intensity of conllict and make
more Jikely the posceful resolution of con-
flicts. Thas dees fot mean thal we will ot
rian ik the vested micrests of fnajor pow -
ers it are among the kirgest exporters of
comventonal arms, Mor will solations be
readily aceepted — especially inoarcias of
protracted conflictand by non-state actors,
Howeyer. the propeasity for enhancing
common scourity in the short teem Hes
clearly i this anea.

The significantly ingreased mle of con-

ventional weapons arises from the so-
called Revolurion in Milidary . Affairs

The wnter is thie former United Nations Undersecretary-General
for Disarmament Affairs and a formear ambagshdor of Sri Lanka.,

(BMA) with the apphcation of imforma-
tion and computer lechnalogy 1o weapons

manofacture.  Thus,
wepens and othier sophisticated weapon-
ry have been nsed in recent wars and Tave
lel 1or their increased demand.

Cilobal agreements and Oongoing inita-
tives have already addresseid the profrleéns
conteoniing international peave dd seco-
rity ihrough the-unbndied use of conven-
fasmal amms. They relate to regional ar
rangements or 1o the prohibition of inha
TEIGLENE WSSOI, Il is in the conventional
weapons grea thal peace and development
—and ultimately, homan security — isdi-
rectly affected. The owilay for weapons
manufacture and purchase diverts re-
sources from urgent peaple-centred devel-
oprnent needs, More arns have necessar-
ity aot led to more security. The actual use
of the weapons mesulls i deaths and de-
struction of property. Small Arms amd

srecision-suided
i

ALight Weapons (SALW) alone is said 1o

gecount for SO0 deaths . per annum.
SALW supplics exacerbate clvil conflicls,
crealing insceurity and mstability in coun-
trics and hampering development. Nowh-
ere, therelore, is te nexus between disar-
mament and development more apparent
and real than in e area of conventional
weapons, The need for remedis] action 18,
therefore, especally urgent.

A number of policy options are available
1o the inlernational community, Some of
them will imipinge on state soversignty
and the right — under Article 51 of the 1IN
Charler — o defend themselves in the
event of an armed attack, On the site
sovereigity arguaent. i must he recog
nised that the world has moved oo since
1943; and if collective seeurity 18 to be pre
served, then compromises dre necessary
along the tines recommended by the Be-
cember 2000 Repor of the Internation:l
Commission on Interveniion and  State
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