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R U S S I A N I N S T I T U T E
THE W

EST AGAINST THE REST

First of all, we must

acknowledge that no
one country has the
monopoly of perfection
with regard to human
rights or democracy and
other values that we all
uphold. We have a system,

internationally, where

there are human rights

conventions and treaties,

which Sri Lanka, among

other countries, has

signed. That must go on,

and that must apply equal�

ly, whether it is powerful

countries like the United

States and Russia, as well

as smaller and weaker

countries like Sri Lanka.

We know that human

rights can be used as a

political tool, and this is

what sometimes happens.

It’s also a way in which

terrorists move. They are

ordering terrorist cam�

paigns by hiding behind

innocent civilians as

human shields, and then

calling upon the interna�

tional community to sup�

port them if there is a vio�

lation of human rights. So,

there are very certain tac�

tics being used by a num�

ber of terrorist groups, like

in Chechnya or on Sri

Lanka’s north.

Globalization means

that states should be

responsible not only for

their own citizens, but for

citizens of other countries

as well. But the notion of

nation state is not weaken�

ing. The nation state still

has many more years to

go. It is still a very young

mechanism. A lot of

developing countries are

concerned, because we

have very old countries,

but new nations in the

global South.

My own country, Sri

Lanka, is two thousand

five hundred years old. But

as a modern nation we

emerged into independ�

ence after colonialism in

1948. So, we jealously

safeguard our statehood.

And we are not ready to

fold up into a greater

South�Asian or Asian

state. We want to keep our
national sovereignty. That
is going to be very impor�
tant throughout the world.
So, the nation state can

continue to exist, but it

has to realize that it is

today one part of a large

global system.

In the past, you had the

Roman Empire, which

was very much self�con�

tained, contiguous unit.

Then you had other

empires, the British

Empire, and of course you

had the Western world.

But today you have to take

into account that the

whole world is integrated,

politically and economi�

cally. And there is, there�

fore, this greater interde�

pendence. We must all be

very conscious of the fact

that any action that we do

to one country will come

back to us. ��
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THE NOTION OF NATION STATE IS
NOT WEAKENING

It is perfectly obvious that

the election outcome in

Japan is a result of the eco�

nomic crisis. The fact of the

matter is that Japanese vot�

ers are very conservative and

it was only on this occasion

that there was a sharp rise in

criticism of the Liberal

Democratic Party (LDPJ).

It was the irresponsibility of

the party leadership towards

pensioners and the rise in

youth unemployment that is

to blame. For this reason the

traditional, conservative

tiers of society turned away

from the ruling party setting

off processes of democrati�

sation and political change

as a result.

There are no particular

differences between the

political programmes of the

two parties – the former rul�

ing LDPJ and the

Democratic Party (DPJ)

that won in the elections.

But this is not the issue.

Japan was ruled for almost
half a century by a certain
conglomerate of state
bureaucrats, the middle class
and big business. This was
practically a semi�state
structure in itself. The crisis

in the system of governance

was brought about firstly, by

globalisation and secondly,

by irresponsible social poli�

cies. As it happens this rais�

es the question of the self�

identities of both the new

ruling party as well as the

new opposition.

Within the LDPJ there

are both a pro�American�

minded globalists and

Japanese traditionalists.

The DPJ, as centrists, also

want to find support from

diverse layers of Japanese

society.

The optimal model for

Japanese society would be

the formation of a two�

party system. But it cannot

be ruled out that the victori�

ous DPJ will simply try to

take the place of the LDPJ,

and a large ruling circle will

again appear. It must be said

though that sooner or later

there will be a rupture and a

new cycle is inevitable.

It is difficult to comment

on potential differences in

Japanese policies towards

Russia and the «northern

territories». I am not an

optimist, but I am not rul�

ing out that the new Prime

Minister Yukio Hatoyama,

whose grandfather nor�

malised relations with the

Soviet government back in

the day, will, half a century

on, search for a new

approach towards relations

with Russia. He used to fre�

quently visit Moscow. His

son works here. The

Russian Foreign Minister

recently said something

very interesting: the new

Prime Minister’s son is

studying Moscow’s public

transport system. The aim

of his research is to find

how to avoid traffic jams.

So, it cannot be ruled out
that the Hatoyama family
will indeed find new paths to
take. ��
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