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The United Nations has been at the forefront of the global campaign against terror-
ism after the events of September 11, 2001, giving the campaign legitimacy and uni-
versality. The Security Council acted with remarkable speed with its Resolution
1373 and set up the Counter Terrorism Committee with extensive powers. Its UK
Chairman provided able leadership but reservations over human rights issues, lack
of funding for assistance, and the danger of duplicating the work of other UN bodies
with specific mandates have been revealed as deficiencies. The General assembly
condemned the events of 9/11 and held debates on the subject later. The Secretar-
iat’s views were expressed by several eloquent statements of the Secretary-General
and in a policy working group report that advocated a tripartite strategy of
“discussion-denial-cooperation” and made 31 recommendations. Counter terrorism
is only one tool in tackling terrorism. Human rights concerns must be addressed.
A separate, functional commission under the Economic and Social Council is recom-
mended to provide the international community with a universal forum for a focused
discussion on terrorism,

Introduction

The terrorist attacks in the United States on 11 September 2001, by their unexpected
boldness, their diabolically elaborate intercontinental planning and the tragic scale
of the death and destruction they wrought, are now widely regarded as a watershed
in the global history of terrorism and political violence. This does not minimize the
impact of terrorism in other countries prior to 9/11. Nor does it trivialize the impor-
tance of the twelve international treaties and conventions on terrorism adopted well
before the events of 11 September. It is, however, a realistic assessment of the reper-
cussions of a terrorist attack on the nerve centres of the sole superpower in the world
and the global reaction to it. Nothing after 9/11 will be as it was before. A wounded
superpower has not only been driven to act globally on the issue of terrorism but the
entire world has responded to what is being seen as a global campaign against ter-
rorism. The United Nations, as the only universal global body empowered by its
191 member states to maintain international peace and security, has been at the fore-
front of this renewed effort to combat the scourge of terrorism. This has helped to
provide legitimacy and universality to the campaign as well to establish forums to
discuss some of its drawbacks and omissions.

Beyond the formal condemnations of the events of 11 September 2001 adopted
both by the Security Council one day afterwards (S/RES/1368(2001)) and by the
UN General Assembly on 18 September (A/RES/56/10) the United Nations moved
swiftly to adopt practical and effective measures through international cooperation
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