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2 have. of course, got to be aware of both our national

context as well as the global context. And it is in thm

global context that it is useful o remind ourselves tha

we are approaching the first World Summit on the In-

formation Society which will be held in two phises

The first phase of the summit will be held in Geneva,
in December this vear, with ihe second phase scheduled for Tunis in
25,

This summat, at which I hope Sri Lanka will be adequately repre-
sented, secks to address a host of issues sumounding the speed a
which the global information society is evolving — as elecommun-
cations, multimedia broadeasting. and information and communica-
tion techoology converge. It alms (o agree on a clear statement of
political will and a concrete plan of action to achieve the goals of the
informution society, Among the propoesals being discussed m the
prepurslony process are the development of e-strategies tor all coun-
tries, the launching of a Global Digital Compact and an ICT Devel-
opmen! Index. which will be a set of benchmarks o measure progress,
While T am aware that this is an imer-governmental conference, all
stakeholders have to be involved: and [ hope that the private seclor
and civil society in Sri Lanka will be represented and will influence
the position of our delegation.

Nu government or political party can claim a monopoly over wis-
dam. Mor are they the sole interpreters of the national interest. We
ate i the midst of sirong currents ransforming the indwstral society,
which we have had since the 19" century, into the information society
of today. We need o undersiand these trends and try toe manage them
before we are all swept off cur feet, We need 1o devise global stan-
dards and muioally beneticial co-operative arrangements.

All human endeavours and inventions are inevilably two-cdged
Thew have their propensity for positive and negative results, ICT is
no different: for while it undoubtediy expands the horizons of knowl-
edge and increases the speed of communicating knowledge and in-
frmarion, it has also the capacily 1o be misused for cominal and ex-
ploitative purposes. Global standard-setting and ‘rules of the road’
are therefore vital.

There is another danger, and thal concerns the “digital divide” be-
tween the haves and the have-nots: the technologically empowered
and the technologically excluded. This gap threatens we aggravate the
Worth-South divide that already exises in the world as o threat o in-
ternational peace and security. A decade after the Cold War hetween
the West and the East ended — and despite all the thetonic of global-
ization — we face the danger of another Iron Curtain falling hetween
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OAD MAP TO PROGRESS

The private sector has a vital role to play in
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the Narth and the South, A North where agricultural subsidies in
OECD countrics total TISS 311 billien, while aid 1o all countries is
aboul one-sixth of that, at US$ 52 billion; where the annual dary
subsidy 1n the European Union is US55 913 per cow and in Japan USS
2,700 per cuw: while the average annuwal income in sub-Saharan
Africa 1s LSS 490 per human being,

In a globalised world, we have a shared responsibality for the stark
fact that one in five persons in the world lives in absolule poverty -
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“May | take this opportunity to commend
the Lanka Monthly Digest (LMD) for its

superb coverage of poverty in our country,
in the August issue of this journal...”

making us a ‘smart people of a smart island

surviving on less than USS | a day. The world needs o address these
asvinmetries in development through multilateral co-operation and
the Cancun Summit [was] one opportanity. At the same time, énsur-
ing capacity-building in the developing countries 1s a responsibility
we must take upen ourselves — otilising the human and intellectual
resources we have, This must take place without in any way inter-
fering with the cultural identities of developing countries or diluting
the richness of their indigenoos languages and raditions. I am re-

fribute to the national good
of the country
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recent speech made at the IICS Convocation 2003.
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minded of what Immanuel Kant — the 19-century Gernman philoso-
pher — once said: “Science 15 organised knowledge, Wisdom is or-
ganised life.” We must therefore strive 1o achieve this wisdom while
usang science and technology as essential wools.

Among the Millennium Development Goals of the United Nations
- which the unprecedentedly large gathering of heads of state and
governmeni committed themselves ta in 2008, in the historic Millen-
pium Declaration — there is the goal of developing & globul partmer-
shap for development. Under that, there is the 1arget of making avail-
able the benefits of new technologies — especially information and
communications techmologies, Now this is a most laudable objective
But the latest Human Development Report issued by the UNDP
shows o wide disparity wmomy Internet users in the world. In 2000 —
just two years a2o — leeland had the highest number: 599.3 Internet
psers per 1,000 population. At the other end of the spectrum, the
Democratic Republic of Congo was the lowest — with 0.1 per 100K
A huge gap lies in between. This is the infamous “digital divide’
which we all want to bridge — but which remains with us.

Now where does our own country figure in these statistics? The
LNDP report shows that we had eight Internet users per 1,000 pop-
ulation. That was above the South Asian average of 6.3, but well be-
low the global average of 79.6 I is a salutary reality check for us
Sri Lankans - who usually pat ourselves on the back abaut our social
and economuc indicators in the South Asian context — o know that
Maldives had the highest figure in South Asial 36.5 Internel users
per 1O = and we came second 10 them. ..

But [ am also concerned aboul the digital divide within 5 Lanka,
We have, in recent times, seen urban-centred — and indeed Colombo-
ceninc — development. And. may 1 add, conspicuous consumption —
with too litle reaching the rural provinces, even as trickle-down. Cen-
tral Buank stalistics show that almaost half the GDP derives from the
Western Province, where industry and commerce are concentrated —
but where only 28.6 per cent af the populaion live

May I take this opportunity to commend the Lanka Monthly Digest
(LMD} for its superb coverage of poverty in our country, in the Au-
gust issue of this journal T A recent UNDF study reiterated that nearly
) per cent of the poor in 3n Lanka live in rural areas — largely de-
pendent an agricullure, Moreover. the study notes that 70 per cent of
the country's communication infrastructure is concentraled in the
Western Province. The high cost of Internet access, lack of proficien-
¢y in English. computer illiteracy, and technical difficulties are iden-
tified as the obstacles preventing greater proliferation of [CT owside
the Greater Colombo area.
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dependent, sovereign nation
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and the proportional repre-
sentation system, would en-
sure that there has to be a
coalition of parties. *| think
that a snap poll would nc ]
in the interest of political sta-
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While I applaud the government for
the launch of the ICT Development
Roadmap and the effort to make us all
‘smart people’ in a “smart island”, we
also need a strategy o use ICT as a
development tool o raise people
ahove the poverty line — especially by
the application of ICT to agriculture.
The E-Sri-Lanka vision does include
this objective, but the achievement of
this should not be left to the govemn-
ment alone. The private sector, which
controls an estimated 75 per cent of
the national economy, has a vital role
to play.

I am encouraged by the number of
mitiatives that have been laken al-
ready, The Lanka Academic Networ-
ks “Wired To The Future' programme
has an excellent pilot project with the
Mrwaththaka Chethiya Maha Vidvala-
va i Anuradhapura. [n Matale, the
Municipal Council has a training pro-
gramme for youth in computer use.
With regard to ensuring gender equal-
ity in access 1o ICT and empowering

women through IT, the Centre for
Women's Research (CENWOR) has
created a women's electronic informa-
tion network and also converted NGO
resource <entres in rural areas into
telecentres with Interner facilinies and
computer trimming. [ have no doubr
that there are many more such exam-
ples.

E-learming must not, of course, be confined w vouth alone. All of
us need to be rained in the use of IT — and 1 recall with gratiiude the
lessons | learned from my danghter, which made me computer literare
just a few vears ago. It is all a pan of the capacitv-building that iz a
key element of 1CT. No one must be lefi behind. The connectivity
provided by ICT is especially important in overcoming ethnic, reli-
gious and regional differences — and forging a national identity. In-
formation about how the conflict has affected the vanous regions of
the country at grass-roots level and the practical benefits of the peace
process can be communicated speedily and effectively as a means of
reinforcing the peace and making the process wreversible,

about his own candidature,
Dhanapala said, "I have my-
self not made up my mind as
to do.
time,
‘hot seat’, and | think it is vastly prema-
ed that the ture, We have to see how the
e in the ationa n
of course, we have
to see what the government
ng to do.”

I ser-

On 5r1 Lankan Foreign Min-

"I applaud the government for ... the ICT
development road map, and the effort to make
us ‘smart people’ in a ‘'smart island’ — The
‘Regaining 5ri Lanka’ vision has to be
buttressed by implementing the ICT road map.”

ROAD MAP TO PROGRESS

ICT is no panacea for poverty, but
it has the potential W be wsed as an
effective ool in poverty allevialion
programmes. For example, Internet
cafes in villages can provide up-to-
date information on market prices for
agricultural products, Local language
comlent must also increase to ensure
[ntemet and ICT access for all. 1
wiold Hke o see the day when every
willage in 50 Lanka has a computer
centre [thar is] freely accessible 1o all

The UNDP study [ have referred o
tries to supplement the ICT road map
and makes several recommenda-
tions. . | These| include using unem-
ploved, educated youth to take ICT to
the grass roots. It is an imvestment in
human resource development, guite
apart from being a polincal insurance
policy, Bringing down the cost of us-
ing 1CT 1% another recommendation,
and the expansion that this will cause
i the number of users. will more than
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compensate for the loss of revenoe, |
know that, despite my greatly re-
duced income, | pay more [or my pri-
vate access o [the] Internet in Colom-
bo than [ did in New York — and with
a lot more aggravation from break-
downs. unexplained delays, et cetera!

There is a widespread consensus
that we have reached a critical phase
in our political and economic devel-
opment. Political and economic developments are mutoally reinfore-
ing. The 'Regaining Sri Lanka® vision has 1o be bornressed by imple-
menting the ICT road map. In this ask, [ICS and s graduates have
a vial role o play. To vou - the graduating class of this year — you
begin an exciting new joumney, No one can give you an infallible
compass or a road map o guide you through life and s challenges
The Spanish have a prowverb: "Traveller, there are no paths: paths are
made by walking.” And so [ wish you all success, self-fulfillment
and happiness in your individual journeys, as vou make your own
contribution to our nation-butlding process. | am confident that your
generation will ensure that our country s future 1s shaped by the mi-
crochip - and not by the T-36.

cide whether to submit “one
candidate or a slate of candi-
dates” in 2006. However, he
felt that if there is another

aware, the 5ri Lankan gov-
ernment has still made no de-
cision regarding the candi-

date for the post. He

pressed a belief that it is "dis-
courteous by Kofi Annan to
begin to speculate as to who
is going to take his seat™, es
pecially as he still has three
full years of term in office to
complete.
Dhanapala
first, Asia w

arked that,
have to de-
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outstanding candidate from
an Asian country who is
clearly meeting with the con-
sensus of the international
community, then Sri Lanka
would have very little
chance". He added, "But, on
the other hand, Sri Lanka as a
country is highly regarded...




