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Following an illustrious career in the international civil service,

son of Sri Lanka and citizen of the world Jayantha Dhanapala

is back. Savithri Rodrigo profiles him on home ground.
ubbed "Our Man at the TN -

per

s rightly so— itis not olien

that a 5r Lankan plays an active
role in arguably the world's most
august body with regard o inter-
narional atfairs: the United Na-
tions { LN ). Bor for Javantha Cudah Bandara
Dhanapala, Former Undersecretary-Cieneral
for Diarmament Atfairs in the UN, the most
saflsfymng memones have been dunng the
time he spent serving his country. 3n Lanka.

Having just completed a flve-year term

with the UN. the alTable. academician-cum-

diplomal comes across gx a thorough gentle-

ML

Dhanspals was bom the second-last of 1]
children, om 30 January 1938, w James An-
gus and Rose, A scholarship student at Trin-
ity College. Kandy, he was also involved in
theatre, the literary association and sports,
counting 5. M. L. Mankkar, Dr. Sarath Amu
pugama, Dr Ananda Wickremaratne and
Prof. Arnuna Aluvihara among his class-
mates. Awarded the Byde Gold Medal for the
best all-round student in 1936, Dhanapala
fad previously submitted a composition for
a natonwide essay compention and was se-
lected o represent Sn Lanka ar the World
Youth Forum orgamsed by the Herald Tri-
bune.

“Having spent three months in the US mn
1957, | thoughr journabism would be my
carcer; but the experience of being with an
mternational group changed my mind. Even
though opportunitics to study in the US were
avatlable. [ came back to enler university be-
cause [ felt very strongly that it was the best
course of action for me. More than anything
else. the Umversity of Perademva gave me

an opportunity to mingle with people of my
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peer group from different parts of the country
— an experience | value gremly,” he reveals
It was during his university career 1ha
Dhanapala set his hean on joining the diplo-
matic service. However, no examinaions
were bemng held at the tme: so the deter-
mined Dhanapala = who was uninterested
jormng the civil service — decided to bide hus
time by working in the private sector. So he
joimed Whittall Boustead's Estates Depan
ment for a sedate povate-sector job
Meanwhile, having met the pretty Maurcen
during his vears at Trnity. Dhanapala tied the
knot. Finally fucmg the [oreign sérvice ex-

ammunation and being selected ot the age of

T —

26, Dhanapala had the opportunity 1o pursue
his dream career, T was now even morne do-
termined, even though it would mean a sub-
stantial decrease in income. My wife sup-
poried me in my decision, and T have never
looked back since.” he beams.

“Diplomars have to he proacive — an aspect
that most non-carecr diplomats muss, be-
canse they don't realise that vou have o ac-
mally take the mimanve and create opporm-
mities. It yiou are .."ll|:|IJII‘.5' dafl INSNTUne. re-
crultment must be systematic. But recrmt
ment has not always been objective and mer-
it-onented. Whal s worse is that atl non-am-
bassadonal level, the foreign service 1s being
used as g means 1o oblr

assisled passape
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competitive examination for admis-
sion into the Sn Lanka Admimistrative
Service and the 30 Lanka Foreign

I BErvice

Diplomatic postings abroad (1965-

#: Third Secretary, High Commission
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#3  Third Secretary, High Commaséon
in China

#  First Secretary, High Commission
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and the individuals have no interest in the
ideals of diplomacy. I must commend [For-
mer Foreign Minister] Lakshman Kadirga-
mar. however, who did bring back a sem-
blance of objectivity inlo recruitment,” he
elaborates.

Dhanapala recalls his initiation into the for-
eign service, when the then Counsellor of
Foreign Relations, H. O Wijegoonewardene,
invited the selected few to lunch, *There
were six of us: Mihal Rodrigo, Wilhelm Wou-
tersz, A. K. David, N. Navarathnarajah and
Khalidasa de Silva,” he recalls,

Dispatched into training thereafter, where
they orented themselves with the varied nu-
ances of wwns and villages of Sri Lanka,
Dhanapala and Rodrigo - having topped
their batch — were selected to train with the
Australian Foreign Service. Dhanapala was
posted to London thereafter. Shortly, he be-
came the proud father of a baby daughter, Ki-
TaN,

Having taken up his posting as Third Sec-
retary. Dhanapala recalls, “Our salaries were
rather meagre by today’s standards; and at
that time we were sonnocent and naive that
we didn't even want to ask for an increase in
our allowances!™ However, Dhanapala had
already acquired a great ambition to learn
Chinese. 501 enrolled myself at the School
of Oriental and African Studies at the Uni-
versity of London, My high commissioner at
the time, Prof. Gunapala Malalasekera, was
most encouraging,” he discloses. Around this
time, the Dhanapala family welcomed haby
boy Sivanka into the fold.

In logical sequence, it was only nataral that
the Dhanapalas then make their way to China
for a posting in Beijing. It was during this
time that Dhanapala also indulged his mter-
est in Chinese artefacts, bringing back with
him numerous items of furniture, scrolls and
paintings to adorn his home. He had alwayvs
been interested in the arts and culture, spend-
ing & hard-earned Rs, 600 dunng hos years
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g% & junior in the foreign service (o purchase
un early George Keyt. About thres years ago,
while at the UN, he subsequently acquired
Keyt's famous painting, The Almsgiving.

Back in the Foreign Ministry in 1970,
working under the late former Prime Minis-
ter Sirimavo Bandaranaike, Dhanapala was
placed in charge of matters related 10 East
Asia and South-East Asia, “Again, it was a
fascinating period for me, because the nor-
malisation of relations between China and
the US was taking place. | believe that my
reports were read by the prime minister, who
made notes on the fortnightly reviews sent
to her by ambassadors. She maintained a
very lively interest in foreign relations - and
sometimes her judgements on issues were
uncanny, putting many of us to shame!" he
confesses,

Dhanapala was actively involved in the
new Imitiatives instigated by the Ban-
daranaike government. including the Indian
Oeean as 4 'zone of peace’, “"Dunng the 197 ]
insurgency, we began a quest for parallel sit-
pations in other parts of the world; and I do
believe that under the very inspiring leader-
ship of [Deshamanya] Dr. Vernon Mendis -
who was the Director-General of Foreign Re-
lations at that time - and through the Foreign
Service Forum. we presented some very
good papers,” he recalls.

Having known about young Dhanapala’s
flair for imternational relations, Dr. Neville
Kanakarawne specifically requested his trans-
fer to Washington D.C. in 1974, Dhanapala
completed his Master of Arts degree in In-
ternational Studies at the American Univer-
sity, in that city, while contimung his regular
waork as a diplomat. This led to the publica-
tien of his book, China And The Third
World. which was a result of his research.

A change of government in 1977 saw
Dhanapala back in 5 Lanka, heading the
Mon-Aligned Division under Foreign Minis-

had inherited the chairmanship of the Mon-
Aligned Movement (NAM), and there was a
yreat deal of scepticism about their ability (o
co-ordinate the world of NAM and maintain
its genuine vision. Hameed was very con-
vinced of the importance of NAM in Sri Lan-
ka's national interest - and, despite the ¢yn-
icism of some of his eminent colleagues in
the Cabinet, maintained a genuine dedication
o MAM policy. In fact, when Cuba took over
in 1979, 5 Lanka received numerous plau-
dits for its stewardship of NaM.”

Destined to trave]l from shore 10 shore,
Dhanapala next opled 1w serve as Depury
High Commissioner o India, a counory he
desmed imporiant in terms of its relanonship
to Sri Lanka and Asia.

“Culturally, it was a fascinating period for
me, because this was the country where the
components of our culture come from. But
then came the political fallour of 1983, which
was very unpleasant and unfortunate. It
strained relationships between us. and there
were many misguided policies pursued in
Colombo with which I disagreed, not hesita-
ting to say soin my reports,” he reveals, With
his thirst for academics being revived once
again, Dhanapala decided to pursue a Ph.D
at the Jawaharlal Nehra University in India.
But with the thesis looming large at the end,
he realised the impossibility of the task,
abandoning it after two years

At the end of 1983, he secured the coveted
appointment as Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of 56 Lanka e the UN in
CGeneva, with concorrent accreditation o the
UN agencies in Yienna. He explains, "l was
pitchforked into a very stormy human rights
sitnation. Try as we might o explain the ra-
cial riots as an aberration of Sn Lanka’s hith-
erto impeccable record, 1t was very dafficult
because of the strong human nghts and Tamul
expatniate lobbies, We lobbied with the var-
ious delegations and obtained a relatvely
mild resolution that was not condemnatory
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United MNations {LUN) in Geneva
with concurrent accreditation to the
UM agencies in Vienna

41 Ambassador o Washinglon

#3  Ambassadar to the U5, with con-
current acereditation in Mexico

Director, Non-Aligned Division, Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs (1977}

(198T)

Mid-carsar
Dvirector, United Natiens Institule for
Disarmament Research (LUNIDIR)

MLA. in International Smodies — Uni-
versity of Washingron, D. C.

Chairman. Muclear Mon-FProliferation
Treaty Review and Extension Confer-
ence [ 1995)

Ministry { 195%5)
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Additional Foreign Secretary, Forelgn

Member of the Canberra Commis-
siom, Crovernment of Canbermn - a
Eroup nf I7 imternational {wrsml.:l.'fu'.ﬂ.'r
wite published ar influertial repart on
nuclear disarmament [1996)

Early retirement (Apeil 1997}

Career highlights

Diplomat in Residence, Centre for
Nnn-pl:\c:llr'u:ali-:m Studizs of the Mon-
teprey Instinute of Imernational Studies,
USA (Augast 1997)

Commissioner in UNSCOM and the
Head of the Special Group visiting the
Presidential Sites in Iraq (1998)

Undersecretary-General for Disnrma-



"l was now even more determined, even though

it would mean a substantial decrease in income.
My wife supported me in my decision,

and | have never looked back since.”

of Sri Lanka. And, since a few months prioe
we had had the Sub-Commission on Human
Rights proposing a very damaging resclutinn
against us, this resolution was certamly an
achievement. | was able W get the ICRC view
across to the government and the ICRC did
pay official visits to Sri Lanka.™ He was also
dealing with issues on disarmament., working
with the World Intellectual Property Organi-
ration, the International Labour Organiza-
tion {ILO and other UN bodies.

Aware of his interest 1n disarmamenl af-
fairs, many of his colleagues sugpested that
Dhanapala offer his services as Director of
the U'nited Marions Institute for Disarmament
Research (UNIDIRY, 100 which post he was
sppointed by Secretary-General Tavier Perez
de Cucllar while the former was on a leave
of absence from the Sri Lanka Foreign Ser-
vice,

“I looked forward to this job as a very nice
fusion between academics and diplomacy;
hecause while 1 was stll accredited o the
diplomatic corps, | also worked independent-
Iy to provide research for the UN community
to work with on disarmament 1ssues,” he re-
veuls

For Dhanapala. those five years proved to
e most rewarding, allowing him to indulge
in his treasured hobbies of reading and writ-
ing.

But at the end of the five-year term. despite
am aption of stayving on at the UN, this true
son of the soil decided to revert 1o the foreign
service hack ar home. He worked at the For-
eign Ministry before taking wing as Sri Lan-
ka's Ambassador o Washington. Working
extensively for the US government and ac-
quainting it with the policies of the PA gov-
emment, Dhanapala was instrumental in suc-
ceasfully pegotiating the extension of the bi-
lateral textile agreement and paving the way
for legislation to ban the LTTE as a terrorist
OTgamIsAtion,

General Assembly — as well as ul muny NAM
and Commonwealth conferences — it was on
Iy natural that he should chair the widely ac
claimed 1995 MNuclear Mon-Proliferation
Treaty Review and Extension Conference
With some career opportunities in hand, in
Aungust 1997, Dhanapala decided to become
the plomat-in-Residence of the Center for
Non-proliferatien Smdies of the Monerrey
[nstitute of International Studies, USA -
hailed as & centre of excellence on the subject
of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WhDs).
“aAnd then, the reforms of Kofi Annan were
adopted by the General Assembly and the
Department for Disarmament Afairs was re-
established.” he explains.

Headhunted by the Sccretary-General him-
self to lead the depurtment = in addition 1o
being appointed a commissiener m UN-
SCOM — Dihanapala. who was televised ex-
lensively on prominent international news
networks. headed the special group visiting
the presidential sites in [rag in |99, Just pri-
or e taking up the appointment @l the LN,
Drhanapala also served as a member of the
Canberva Commission at the invitation of the
government of Australia, which published an
mfluential reporn on nuclear disarmament in
1956

In September 1999, he delivered the Olaf
Palme Memarial Lecture at the Stockholm
International Peace Rescarch  Institute
(S1PRI}; and this year, he delivered the Doro-
thy Hodgkin Memaorial Leciure to the Pug-
wish Conference on Science and World Af-
fairs.

5o, live years down the line, the Dhana-
palas are back home. Looking exiremely
content and very relaxed, Dhanapala hopes
he will have more time 1o devote 10 his wife,
whio he says has patiently followed him
around the world

“5he s my anchor. because [ tend o be a
little idealistic and even impractical at

Having represented Sn Lanka ar the TN | times,” he adds. His other priority now is to

fimish his book, which he savs must be pub-
lished before the 2005 Non-Proliferation
Treary Conference, o give the true story be-
hind 1995, “"For the next four vears, | am on
the Advisory Board of a Center in Stanford
University, the Monterrey Instilute, and the
Geneva Democratic Control of Armed
Forces Organisation. [ have also been asked
by the President of the ICRC to serve on its
advisory punel,” he discloses.

Dhanapala will also visic Rome this month,
representing the International Peace Burean
im his capucity as Honorary Presidem at the
Mobel Peace Laureate Summit. In between
his globetrofting, however, he intends 10
travel around S Lanka — which he says he
has seen very little of. With both chaldren in-
virlved in professions which he calls “service
1o humankind™ - his son at the UNHCR. and
daughter pursumg a Ph.D i envirenmental
economics - he is greatly satisfied that even
thowgh they suffered because of the volatile
and mercurial nature of his career, they seem
to have henefited intellectually from those
EXPETIENCES.

For his work in diplomacy and disarma-
ment, Georgetown University, Washington
[v.C., the Monterrey Institure of International
Studies, and the Ploughshares Fund have
honoured Jayantha Dhanapala.

He was the Glebal Secueity lnstitute’s first
recipient of the Alan Cranston Peace Award
in 2002, He has also been conterred an hon-
orary degree — [ Litt = by the University of
Peradeniva: while in May 2001 he was be-
stowed an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Hu-
mane Letiers by the Monterrey Institute. In
July this vear. the University of Southampton
in the UK also awarded him an honorary doc-
torate.

But what about the hot seat — the post of
the Secretary -General of the UN. which falls
vacant in 20067

Smiling pensively, he concludes: “Well. it
is oo early 1o ell!™

penl Affairs in the United Nagions |
[Fehruary 1906-Bay 2003} i
Represented Sri Lanka al the ([N |
Cenern] Assembly. Noo-Aligned Move
mant (M AM} and Commonwealth Con-
e termnational St

Delivered the {Maf Palmes Memorial
Loctare &t the Stockholm International
Peace Research Irstinue {S1PELD [1009]

Awyards & Honours

Homorary D), Litt Degree — University
of Peradeniya (20000

Honorary Degree — Doctor of Hu- {2002}
mane Ledters, Muonlzmey Institute of In-
s {2000 b

First recipient of the Alan Cranston
Pence Awnard, presented by the Ciliskal
Sevurity Institwte (2002)

Southampton, UK (2003)
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Drelivered tw Dorathy Hodgkin
Memorial Lectuse 1o the Pugwash Con-
ference on Science and World Affairs

Hemorary Dectorate, University of
Member, Advisory Board of Cenire

for Intematsmal Security and F_n-n]wr-
ation (CISACY in Stanfond University |

Member, Advisory Board, Montemey
Institute

Member, Advisory Boand, Geneva
Democratic Control of Armed Forces
Cirganisation

Honorary President, Intermational
Peace Bureau





